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A  D  V  ERTISEMENT. 


very 


HE  follqwing  Pag  es  were  really 
the  Subftance  of  a  private  Letter, 
lately  fent  by  a  Gentleman  in 
own  to  his  Friend  in  the  North  ;  and 
that  Friend  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
Prefs,  without  the  lead:  Alterations, 
xcept  the  Addition  of  a  few  Stops,  and 
Qmiffionof  the  Writer’s  Name. 
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A  SHORT 


H  I  S  T  O 


OF  THE 


Prefent  M  iniftry. 


In  A  LETTER,  &c. 


My  dear  Friend, 


Y 


H:s£  O  U  have  long  delired,  and 
i  Y  W  I  will  give  you,  in  the  bed: 

uT'la  °  J 

manner  I  can,  a  more 
History  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Present  Ministers,  Respecting 

B  the 


[  4  ] 

the  American  Stamp-act.  As 
to  the  ftyle,  I  (hall  not  take  much 
pains ;  but  as  to  the  faBs,  you 

0 

may  depend  upon  them. 

It  is  now  about  two  years  ago, 
fince  the  Houfe  of  Commons  came 
to  a  refolution.  -with  regard  to  the 

-  3  O 

right  of  laying  taxes  in  America. 
Every  body  then  knew,  and  the 
Minifter  of  that  time  made  no  fe- 
cret  of  declaring  it,  that  that  refo¬ 
lution  was  the  forerunner  of  a  tax. 
The  gentlemen  abovementioned, 
were  then  in  oppofition.  They 
were  hanging  out  the  ftandard  of 
Patriotifm,  and  affeBing  to  fight 
under  it.  Yet  they  did  not  oppofe 
this  refolution ;  momentous  as  it 
manifeftly  appeared  to  be,  in  lay¬ 
ing  not  only  the  foundation  of  the 

Stamp 


SQC' 


Stamp  Tax  (which  was  known  to  be 
then  in  agitation)  but  of  any,  and  of 
every  other  Tax  which  might  follow , 
and  involving,  as  it  certainly  did, 

<c  concerns  of  the  moft  extreme 

« 

“  magnitude,”  and  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  both  Great-Britain 
and  America.  It  feemed  to  all,  to 
be  a  clear  thing;  for  the  whole 
were  unanimous.  It  was  not  un¬ 
til  the  following  feffion,  that  the 
Bill  for  levying  a  Stamp  Duty  was 
brought  in.  So  that  there  was 
fufficient  time  given  to  thefe  fup- 
pofed  Patriots,  for  colleding  all 
the  arguments  and  fentiments,  of 
all  the  interefted,  and  wifeft  per- 
fons,  on  both  hides  the  Atalantic. 
But  they  negle&ed  making  any  ufe 
of  this  great  opportunity  ;  though, 
if  they  had  really  wifhed  to  ferve 

B  2  America, 


SM 
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America,  as  they  now  falfely  pre¬ 
tend,  they  certainly  would  not. 
And  this  much,  at  leaft,  mufti,  or 
ought,  to  be  faid  in  behalf  of  the 
late  Ministry,  whom  I  by  no  means 

intend  to  vindicate  in  this  meafure, 

\ 

that  very  few  Ads  have  at  any 
time  been  paffed  with  fuch  unufual 
deliberation .  Of  courfe  then,  with 
the  greater  contempt  ought  we  to 
look  upon  a  fet  of  men,  who  are 
now  making  a  parade  of  pouring 
forth  their  mock -sentiments,  and 
arraigning  the  propriety  of  a  mea¬ 
fure,  which  they  had  not  fpirit  to 
oppofe,  in  the  proper  feafon  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  mo  ft  reafonable 
allowance  of  time,  for  awakening 
their  courage,  if  they  ever  had 
any ;  and  for  obtaining  intelligence 

and  digefting  ideas.  But  the  truth 

is, 


is,  the  greateft  part  of  them  were 
of  the  Minifter’s  opinion,  and  have 
iince  changed  their  fentiments  for 
the  promotion  of  their  interefta. 

Very  little  opposition  therefore 
was  made  to  the  Bill:  very  few 
things  were  faid,  and  there  was  no 
divifion.  This  was  in  one  place. 
In  another,  fo  ftrong  was  the  una¬ 
nimity,  that  there  was  not  even  a 
fmgle  fyllable  uttered  againft  it.  It 

is  true,  fome  of  the  old  leaven,  who 
call  themfelves  Whigs ,  but  who  are 

in  fad  fo  corrupt  and  daftardly, 
that  they  are  the  abufers  of  any 
name,  but  that  of  thm-fervers , 
did  affed  to  fuggeft  to  a  certain 
noble  Lord,  fomething  like  a  feint 
of  oppolition  to  the  Bill.  But  this 
noble  Lord,  who  was  fingle  in  the 


■ 


ftipport  of  public  Liberty,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  when  none 
other  of  the  party  had  virtue  to 
appear  ;  whofe  intrepidity  on  that 
occafion  was  fuch,  that  his  real 
friends  began  to  tremble  for  his 
fafecy  ;  who  was  likewile  tingle  in 
fuftainjng  with  his  purfe  the  whole 
weight  of  that  public  caufe ;  and 
who  , prefer ved,  as  far,  and  as  long, 
as  one  man  could,  unanimity  in  fuch 
a  contaminated  fet :  from  whofe  po¬ 
pularity  of  character,  definterefted 
conduit,  and  high  efteem  with  the 
Public,  they  borrowed  that  Jhadow 
of  Patriotifm,  which  they  now  fo 
aukwardly  affeit  to  wear,  after 
having  parted  with  all  pretentions 
to  the  fubjlance^  by  the  raoft  atro¬ 
cious  and  raoft  abandoned  aits  of 
intended  and  attempted  treache¬ 


ry  i 
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ry  ;  which  being  now  known,  will 

mark  them  with  infamv  to  then? 

«/ 

graves.  I  fay,  this  noble  Lord, 
not  having  forgot  the  fcandalous 
leagues  they  had  entered  into  with 
a  certain  prerogative  lawyer,  fince 
dead,  to  betray  the  caufe ;  and 
knowing  their  dkfires  to  ex¬ 
tend  no  further  than  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office*;  and  not  doubting 

the 


*  In  this  place,  I  mult  beg  leave  to  make  a 
little  digreffion,  and  offer  to  yourconfideration, 
a  few  Queries  ;  which,  I  believe,  the  prefent 
Minifters  can  folve  without  any  difficulty. 

Who,  immediately,  upon  the  moil:  flagrant 
and  wanton  violations  of  the  facred  liberties 
of  Englifhmen,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
eagerly  paid  their  compliments  to  a  certain 
great  Perfon  *,  hoping  to  get  good  Places  by  a 
fcandalous  defertion  of  their  friends,  and  the 
Public,  with  whom  they  then  pafled  for  Pa¬ 
triots,  and  by  aa  offered  Sacrifice  (for  fuch  De¬ 
fertion  at  that  critical  hour  was  nothing  lets) 
of  the  man  who  had  fuffered  in  their  fervice* 


'  r  >  ,  r  ■ 
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the  right  of  Parliament,  nor  per- 


in  the  Bill  itfelf  fuffi- 


cient  ground  for  conteft ;  and  this 


laft 


and  who  was  then  combating  with  the  illegal 
and  ulurped  power  of  office  ? 

Who,  foon  after,  finding  this  offered 
* Treachery  infufficient  for  their  purpofes,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  league  with  a  certain  Prerogative 
Lawyer,  fince  dead,  to  uphold  and  defend, 
what  they  then  called  the  necejffity  and  legality 
of  General  Warrants  ? 

Who  like  wife,  and  for  the  fame  reafon, 
entered  into  a  league  with  the  fame  Preroga¬ 
tive  Lawyer,  to  vote  away  Privilege  in  the 

cafe  of  a  feditious  libel  ? 

* 

Who  were  afterwards  compelled  to  renounce 
thefe,  if  poffible,  more  than  perfidious  and 
infamous  engagements,  by  the  ftrength  and 
popularity  of  the  caufe,  which  was  carried  on 
by  other  people  ;  particularly  by  one  noble 
Lord,  of  real  worth  and  unfuliied  honour,  who 
publicly  Hepped  forward,  and  with  his  perfon, 
as  well  as  his  purfe,  which  was  always  open 
on  this  occafion,  bravely  and  generoufly  at¬ 
tacked  the  monfter  of  ftate  tyranny,  which  for 
a  feries  of  years  had  fattened  on  the  rights  of 
Englifhmen,  under  the  leaders  of  the  prefent 
Miniftry  ;  and  for  doing  which,  he  was  de- 
ferted  by  the  Party,  but  applauded  by  every 
true  Engliffiman  ? 


Did 


i 
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]aft  reafon  has  been  acknowledged 
by  the  beft  American  advocates, 
for,  fay  they,  “  Though  the  Stamp 
“  Duty  has  been  the  oftenhble 
<c  caufe  of  the  late  riots,  yet  that 
<c  in  reality  is  but  a  frnall  part  of 
“  their:  grievance  ^  (vide  true 
Inter  eft,  and  feveral  other  late 
Pamphlets.)  Therefore  he  did  not 
chufe  to  oppofe,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  oppofition :  and  the  others. 


Did  the  D.  of  N.  fign  the  proteft  upon  pri- 
liege  ;  and  if  not,  why  ? 

Who,  pretending  to  oppofe  the  influence 
of  the  Favourite,  becaufe  he  repeatedly  refut¬ 
ed  to  accept  of  them,  did,  upon  the  fi rlc  pro- 
fpedt  of  vacancies,  folicit  and  fupplicate,  in 
the  moll  preffing  and  abjedt  manner,  to  go 
into  any  offices,  upon  any  terms ,  with  Lord  N. 
at  the  head  of  the  Trealury  ? 

If  there  be  any  who  have  been  guilty  of 
thefe  real  and  proffered  inftances  ot  the  molt 
fcandalous  and  infamous  perfidy  •,  are  they 
fit  to  be  trufted,  in  any  bufinefs,  or  upon  any 
occafion  whatever  ?  Ought  they  not  rather  to 
be  abhorred  by  every  honeft  man? 

G  who 


I 
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who  had  but  barely  fuggefted  it, 
did  it  only  for  the  name ,  not  for 

the  fervice  of  the  thing ;  and  durft 
not  feparately  hazard  their  own  in_ 
fignilicance  againft  a  meafure,  the 
retfitude  or  propriety  of  which 
they  did  not  attempt  to  dilprove. 

- It  is  likewife  true,  that  there 

were  fome  petitions  againft  it,  but 
they  going  more  againft  the  rights 
than  any  other  point,  were  not, 

nor  indeed  could  not,  be  admit¬ 
ted. 


Now  all  this  was  long  before  the 
reconciliation  between  the  noble 
Lord  and  his  Brother  •  or  before 
that  event  was  even  thought  of. 
So  that  it  cannot  be  aflerted,  with¬ 
out  the  moft  manifeft  violation  of 
truth,  that  the  noble  Lord  chang¬ 
ed 
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ed  his  opinion  in  compliment  to 
his  relation,  or  the  temper  of  the 
times  ;  for  he  has  been  uniform¬ 
ly  the  same  :  which  is  more  than 
can  be  faid  of  the  gentlemen  at  pre- 
fent  in  office. 

It  is  a  fa £1  which  they  cannot 
deny,  and  can  be  too  well  attefted 
for  them  to  attempt  to  refute,  that 
fo  eager  were  they  lor  great  fala- 
ries,  they  made  no  helitation  of  de¬ 
ferring  their  friends,  and  did  not 
even  wait  to  make  any  ftipulations 
whatever.  The  affairs  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  all  public  and  private  bu- 
finefs,  were  left  to  the  chapter  of 
accidents.  So  that  it  is  clear,  they 
went  into  offices  merely  for  the  e- 
moluments  of  them  ;  and  that  A- 
merica  with  them  never  was  an 
object.  C  2  And 


And  to  put  this  aflertion  beyond 
all  doubt,  we  need  only  take  a 
Abort  review  of  their  fubfequent 
conduct  ;  and  we  fhall  find,  that  the 
fame  manifeft  diffidence  and  un¬ 
pardonable  neglect,  which  governed 
them  when  in  oppofition,  to  have 
guided  them  when  in  office  ;  with 
this  difference  as  to  the  motive  only, 
that  before  their  acceptance,  they 
thought  mildnefs  in  their  meafures, 
and  a  forbearance  to  ftand  forward 

.....  .  j»'  0 

upon  any  public  ground,  or  in  fup- 
port  of  any  public  caufe,  the  befi: 
way  to  get  to  St.  James’s  :  and  hav¬ 
ing,  to  the  aftoniffiment  of  man¬ 
kind,  by  deferting  their  friends, 
and  turning  their  backs  upon  all 
thofe  who  had  ferved  them,  at 
length  arrived  there  •  they  thought 
a  lervile  compliance  with  every 

tern- 


temporary  humour,  and  a  fcanda- 
lous  proftration  and  the  mod:  fin- 
cere  oblations,  at  the  fhrine  of  the 
Favourite,  which  they  repeatedly 
offered,  and  *  he  has  hitherto  re¬ 
peatedly  refufed  to  accept ;  the  bed: 
means  of  flaying  there. 

\ 

Accordingly  we  find,  that  al¬ 
though  it  was  under  their  admini- 
ftration  that  the  firft  advices  came 
from  America,  of  the  general  and 
violent  oppofition  to  the  Stamp 
A£t;  and  although  the  adjuftment 
of  this  bufinefs  was  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  both  Great-Britain 
and  America,  and  the  very  nature 
of  it  fo  confequential  and  prefling, 
that  both  countries  might  be  ruin¬ 
ed  by  delay  :  yet  with  the  ft  rang¬ 
ed:  and  fulled:  information  of  the 

be- 
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behaviour  of  the  Americans  before 
them  ;  with  their  eyes  open,  as  to 
a  profpedt  of  the  terrible  confe¬ 
rences  which  prefented  themfelves 
before  thefe  unfeeling  Minilfers ; 
who  knowing,  or  might  have 
known,  if  they  ever  read  the  Stamp 
Aft,  that  it  was  to  take  place  on 
the  firft  day  of  laft  November; 
and  that  a  fufpenfion  of  this  moll 
important  confederation,  mu  ft  in¬ 
evitably  occafton  an  almoft  total 
ftagnation  of  trade :  I  fay,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  thefe  great  and  forcible 
reafons  for  calling  the  Parliament ; 
yet  did  they  put  off  the  meeting  of 
that  Affembly  for  bufinefs,  until  the 
middle  of  January.  And  it  was 
not  until  above  feven  weeks  after, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Acft 

was  even  believed  to  be  certain. 

The 
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The  timidity  with  which  they 
were  feized,  owing  to  a  continual 
dread  of  lofing  their  places ;  and 
the  fluduation  and  contrariety  of 
opinions  amongft  them,  owing  to 
the  heterogeneous  mixture  of  which 
they  are  compofed  ;  were  the  true 
caufes  of  that  moft  injurious  and 
moft  unpardonable  delay  :  for  it 
is  a  fad  well  known,  that  fome- 
times  they  were  for  enforcing  the 
Ad,  (and  by  poftponing  the  con- 
fideration  of  it,  they  undoubtedly 
meant  that  it  fhould  enforce  itfelf ) 
fometimes  they  were  for  fufpending 
it,  at  other  times  for  repealing  it, 
and  never  unanimous  in  any  thing  ; 
until  the  Great  Commoner  fandifi- 
ed  the  revolt  of  America,  and  hav¬ 
ing  by  a  dodrine,  which  they  had 
not  fpirit  to  either  adopt  or  cppofe, 

and 
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and  by  which  they  were  ftruck 
with  difmay  and  confufion,  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  total  feparation  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  in  them,  of  an  abfolute 
independence  of  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  ;  he  at  length  fixed  them  in 
the  a£t  of  repeal. 


The  fufpence  and  imbecility  on 
this  fide  the  water,  encouraged  the 
ferment  on  the  other  :  hence  arofe 
thofe  conditions  to  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  and  traders,  of  not  fending 
any  goods,  unlefs  the  Si ci/up  ASl 
was  repealed*  And  hence  thofe 
many  inflammatory  publications, 
which  our  delay  furnifhed  fuch 
an  opportunity  for  writing  and 
propagating  throughout  the  Colo¬ 
nies:  likewife  that  general  union  of 

the 
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the  Colonies ;  and  above  all,  that 
repeated  denial  of  right,  which 
nothing  can  now  erafe,  and  which 
has  for  ever  wounded  the  Majefty 
°r  England,  and  planted  thorns 
under  the  pillow  of  our  Sovereign; 


Whether  the  Stamp  Add  was  ori¬ 
ginally,  or  whether  the  repeal  of  it 
now,  be  meafures  either  prudent  or 
confident,  I  will  not  fay  any  thing, 
becaufe  greater  authority  will  foon 
determine  both.  But  I  hope  eve¬ 
ry  body  who  knows  the  few  fadts 
I  have  here  thrown  together,  or  to 

O  7 

whom  you  may  think  proper  to 
read  this  paper,  will  readily  agree 
with  me,  in  thinking  and  faying, 
that  the  diftrefles  of  Great-Britain 
and  America,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
the  Stamp  Add,  have  not  only  been 

D  wholly 
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wholly  occafioned ,  but  mod  wanton¬ 
ly,  cruelly  and  unnecejfarily  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  timidity,  incapacity 
and  neglect  of  the  prefent  admini¬ 
stration.  Had  they  called  the  Par¬ 
liament  at  the  proper  time,  none 
of  the  late  difturbances  would  have 
happened  ;  nor  that  train  of  evil 
confequences  have  followed,  which 
their  delay  feems  to  have  been 
contrived  to  promote. 

As  this  crime  was  committed  by 
dejign ,  fo  the  perfons  guilty  of  it, 
are  defervinp-  the  moft  bitter  abhor- 

O 

rence  of  all  true  friends  of  their 
country  :  and  if  ever  any  minifteri- 
al  conduct  deferved  an  exemplary 
cenfure,  this  moft  certainly  does ; 
by  a  difcharge  of  them  from  thole 
offices,  the  great  duties  of  which 

they 


I  am, 


My  dear  Friend, 
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they  have  fo  flagrantly  ab 
a  ftigma  of  their  incap; 
ever  holding  them  again; 
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This  Day  is  publifoed.  Price  ior.  6d.  in  boards, 

or  i  is.  bound. 

1  he  Proceedings  and  Debates  of  the  Britifh 
Houle  or  Commons,  during  the  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  Seffions  of  the  third  Par¬ 
liament  of  his  late  Majefty  •,  held  in  the 
Years  1743,  1744,  1745,  and  1746. 

To  the  Public. 

In  the  Debates  of  this  Period,  are  many 
important  Motions  arifing  from  a  Variety 
of  interefting  Events,  both  Domeftic  and 
Foreign.  Several  material  Changes  in  the 
Adminiftration,  were  the  Confequence  of 
thofe  Debates.  As  the  Attention  of  Par¬ 
liament  was  occafionally  employed  upon  a 
long  and  expenfive  War  with  both  France 
and  Spain,  and  the  Suppreffion  of  an  un¬ 
natural  and  inteftine  ’ Rebellion  ;  a  Mo¬ 
ment’s  Refie&ion,  will  fhew  this  to  have 
been  one  of  the  moft  important  Periods  in 
our  Pliftory.  It  is  therefore  to  be  regretted, 
that  thefe  Debates  have  not  been  collated 
and  digefted  before,  and  that  fo  neceflary  a 
Work  has  been  fo  long  neglefted  ;  a  Work 
fo  eflentially  ufeful  to  every  Member  of 
Parliament,  and  every  Lover  of  Conftitu- 
tional  Hiltory.  Thefe  Debates,  which  are 
principally  compiled  from  authentic  Notes 
taken  in  the  Houfe,  are  arranged  partly 
upon  the  fame  Plan  with  Chandler’s  Col- 
leftion,  which  is  brought  down  to  the  Year 

1742  j 


1 742  ;  but  with  fuch  Improvements  from 
the  Journals,  and  other  authentic  Papers, 
as  it  is  prefumed,  will  render  them  worthy 
the  Notice  of  every  Britifh  Legiflator. 


1  i  inted  for  J.  Almon,  oppofite  Burlington*- 

Houfe  in  Piccadily. 


Of  whom  may  be  had, 

I.  A  colledion  of  the  moll  interefting  Trads 
on  the  Subjeds  of  Taxing  the  American  Co¬ 
lonies  and  regulating  their  trade.  In  two 
Volumes.  Price  bound  14s. 


***  Theie  Trads  having  been  efteemed  by 
the  Public,  fuperior  to  the  many  others  on  the 
lame  Subjeds,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to 
colled  them  into  Volumes;  in  order  that  they 
may  be  more  conveniently  preferved  for  the 
Ufe  or  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  either  now  are  or 
may  hereafter  become  interefted  in  thefe  im¬ 
portant  Affairs. 


II.  A  Colledion  of  the  moft  interefting  po¬ 
litical  Letters,  which  appeared  in  the  public 
Papers,  from  the  Autumn  Negociation  in 
17^3*  to  the  Change  of  Adminiftration  in 
1765.  Price  2s.  6d.  bound. 

***  Lord  Somers  fays,  “  That  the  Bent 
“  and  Genius  of  the  Age  is  belt  known  in  a 
‘s  free  Country,  by  the  Pamphlets  and  Papers 
s'  that  daily  come  out,  as  the  Senle  of  Parties, 
“  and  fometimes  the  Voice  of  the  Nation.” 
Vide  his  Trads. 


III.  The 
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III.  The  Principles  of  the  late  Changes 
impartially  Examined.  By  a  Son  of  Candor. 
Third  Edition.  Price  is.  6d. 


IV.  A  Letter  concerning  Libels  and  War- 
rants,  Sec.  By  the  bather  of  Candor.  Fifth 
Edition.  Price  is.  6d. 


V.  A  Letter  from  Candor,  to  the  Public 
Advertifer.  Second  Edition.  Price  is. 


VI.  Lord  Somers’s  Security  of  Englifli- 
men’s  Lives-,  or.  The  Duty,  Trull,  and 
Power  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  England. 

Price  is.  6d. 


VII.  The  Double  Mistake  -,  a  new  Co¬ 
medy  as  it  is  performed  at  the  Theatre- 
Royal,  in  Covent-Garden.  Price  is.  od, 

VIII.  The  Royal  Kalendar  -,  containing 

new  and  very  correct  Lifts  of  all  the  public 
Offices,  and  both  Houles  of  Parliament. 
Price  only  6d. - The  fame  in  an  Annual 


Pocket-Book.  Price  is.  6d. 

IX.  The  State  of  the  Nation;  with  regaid 


to  its  Income,  Expenditure,  and  unfunded 
Debt.  Fifth  Edition.  Price  is. 

X.  The  BUDGET.  Eleventh  Edition. 
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Price  is.  , 

XI.  The  Right  of  Appeal  to  Juries  in 
Caufes  of  Excife  affined.  Second  Edition. 

Price  is. 

XII.  An  Account  of  the  late  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Rilson  Llcge.  With  Original 


